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Washington Irving was very much interested in the Amer ican Indian. In a number of his writings he described various aspects of specific Indian cultures. 
Irving's version is as follows:
We have a tradition handed down from our fore fathers, and we believe it, that the Great Spirit, when he undertook to make men, made the black man; it was his first attempt, and pretty well for a beginning; but he soon saw he had bungled; so he determined to try his hand again. He did so, and made the red man. He liked him much better than the black man, but still he was not exactly what he wanted. So he tried once more, and made the white man; and then he was sat isfied. You see, therefore, that you were made last, and that is the reason I call you my younge st brothe r. 2 257 Immediately following thi s account, the re is a tale explaining the different social and occupational characteristics of the three races (Motif A 1614.4.3) .' The Great Spirit presents three boxes: the first is filled with books, maps, and papers; the second with bows, arrows, knives, and tomahawks; and the third with spades, axes, hoes, and hammers. According to Irving, the white man" being the favorite" had first choice and he selected the box of books and papers. The red man chose the bow and arrow box, while the black man was forced to take the remaining box of tools. The moral drawn from the tale by the Seminole narrator was that the red man was not intended by the Great Spirit to use paper and books. It was also stated that the black man was supposed to work for the white and red races, which, in fact, was the case. Listen, father, and I will tell you how the Great Spirit made man, and how he gave to men of different colours the diffe rent employments that we find them engaged in. After the world was made it was solitary. It was very beautiful; the forests abounded in game and fruit: the great plains were covered with deer and elk, and buffalo, and the rivers were full of fish; there were many bears and beaver, and other fat animals, but there was no being to enjoy these good things. Then the Master of Life said, we will make man. Man was made, but when he stood up before his maker, he was white! The Great Spirit was sorry: he saw that the being he had made was pale and weak; he took pity on him, and therefore did not unmake him, but let him live. He tried again, for he was determined to make a perfect man, but in his endeavour to avoid making another white man, he went into the opposite extreme, and when the second being rose up, and stood before him, he was black I The Great Spirit liked the black man less than the white, and he shoved him aside to make room for another trial. Then it was that he made the red~; and the red man pleased him. 4 In this account, the Great Spirit also offers the three men their choice of boxes. He tells the white man that although he is pale and weak, he was the first created and therefore he will be the first to choose. The white man chooses a box filled with pens, ink, and paper. The Great Spirit does not follow the order of creation, however, inasmuch as he then tells the black man to stand aside and let the red man have the second choice. The red man chooses the box filled with tomahawks, knives, and war clubs, leaving the box with axes and hoes to the Negro.
Comparison of the two versions indicates some sharp differences. Whereas in Irving's version, the white man is the "favorite" of the creator, in the second version, the white man is acknowledged to be a mistake of the creator and only the creator's feelings of pity prevent him from 'unmaking' the white man. Perhaps the clearest indicator of the differences in emphasis is the order of creation. In Irving's version, the order is black, red, and white. In the other version, the order is white, black, and red. Since both versions were published The Seminole savages have a vague idea of the creation of man: they believe that he was originally formed from the clay, that the Great Spirit submitted his creation to the influence of fire, but that his ig norance of the degree of heat, necessary to give con sistence, caused the first batch to be over baked, black and crusty: these were the aborigines of the negro race. Again the Creator essayed, but en deavouring to avoid the error of the former attempt, he plunged into another, that of applying too little fuel, they were in consequence half baked, of a pale ash colour, these were our first parents; but in the third and last effort, the great master created per fect models, both in shape and colour, producing to the world the founders of the Indian tribes. 6 In this earlier version, the order of creation is black, white, and red. This order is different from the order in both of the previously cited versions. Nevertheless, the fact that the narrative ends with the creation of the red man and that it has the clear ethnocentric notion that the red man is the ideal cre ation while the white is "half-baked" make it more akin to the 1842 version. Another reason for believing that the red man is the last created in the more traditional versions is afforded by a recent sampling of contemporary Seminole folklore. In April, 1962, the following text was recorded:
When God created the human, the first thing he did was to put them in something in orde r to bake them. Then he took them out, but they weren't quite done. That was the White man. Then he put another one in and he thought he'd let it sit the re fo r a little bit. Then it was too black, That was the Negro. The third one he set in there just right and it came out just right. And that was the Indian. It may be seen that the only version in which the red man is not the last created is that of 1840, the one reported by Irving.
The alternation of black and white in the first and second po sitions is much less significant. Structurally, the tale con sists of two failures followed by a success. Whether the se quence of the failures is "too little" baking followed by "too much" or vice versa, does not matter nearly so much as the position of the red man in the third and final structural slot. 
